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anecdote. I look back on those con-
versations fondly. Ed is a true char-
acter, and one that will be greatly 
missed in the halls of our Nation’s Cap-
itol. 

Well-known throughout Nevada for 
his endless curiosity, Ed was intro-
duced to the Nevada Newspaper Hall of 
Fame in 2012. His experience spans the 
better part of four decades, beginning 
back in 1971, he serves as an example 
within his profession. Committed to 
the story, truth above all, his words’ 
worth today is immeasurable. 

As Ed announces his retirement, I re-
flect fondly upon our interviews to-
gether and wish him the best of luck in 
his new era of life. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing this upstanding Nevada jour-
nalist.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LAWRENCE SELLERS 
∑ Mr. KIRK. Madam President, on the 
afternoon of January 29, 2013, Lawrence 
D. Sellers, Jr. and his friends were re-
laxing in Chicago’s Vivian Gordon 
Harsh Park after finishing their high 
school final exams. Shots rang out. 
Lawrence pushed his girlfriend out of 
harm’s way. A bullet struck his left leg 
below the calf. And as the group tried 
to run away, Lawrence heard a scream 
and turned around to see his friend, 
Hadiya Pendleton, falling to the 
ground. 

Hadiya’s murder has become a ral-
lying cry in Chicago to give law en-
forcement the tools they need to re-
duce gang and gun violence. I remain 
committed to passing legislation that 
bears her name to stop the straw pur-
chasing and trafficking of guns that 
can end up in the hands of dangerous 
gangs like the Gangster Disciples. I 
will continue working with Chicago 
Mayor Rahm Emanuel and Chicago Po-
lice Superintendent Garry McCarthy to 
ensure additional Federal resources are 
promptly delivered to implement a ho-
listic, all-of-government strategy to 
make our communities safer. 

But today I wish to recognize Law-
rence for his bravery and heroism—be-
cause inside this tragedy, we can find a 
spark of hope to restore our faith in 
what is possible when good people are 
not afraid to do the right thing. Law-
rence is that spark. 

A senior at King College Prep in 
North Kenwood with aspirations of be-
coming a math teacher, Lawrence is an 
Eagle Scout, and, just last month, he 
received the Honor Medal from the Boy 
Scouts of America. 

‘‘Doing the right thing, you shouldn’t 
get an award for it,’’ Lawrence said 
with great humility. ‘‘But I am hon-
ored to receive it, of course; I just feel 
like it’s just the right thing.’’ 

In a community torn apart by gang 
violence, it is not always easy to do the 
right thing—or to always know what 
the right thing is in the first place. 
That is what makes groups like the 
Boy Scouts and other community 
youth groups so important in a holistic 
antigang violence strategy. 

I am proud to join the Boy Scouts of 
America in honoring Lawrence Sellers. 
Lawrence is a role model to his peers 
and a reminder that supporting civic- 
minded youth organizations like the 
Boy Scouts must be a part of our 
antiviolence, antigang strategy.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PATRICK SULLIVAN 

∑ Mr. KIRK. Madam President, I wish 
to recognize and thank Mr. Patrick 
Sullivan, the retiring director of the 
Captain James A. Lovell Federal 
Health Care Center—FHCC—in North 
Chicago, IL. Lovell Hospital is a first- 
of-its-kind partnership between the 
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 
and the Department of Defense— 
DoD,—integrating all medical care into 
the Nation’s first truly joint Federal 
health care facility with a single com-
bined VA and Navy mission. The men 
and women of Lovell Hospital serve ap-
proximately 67,000 servicemembers, 
veterans, and their families through a 
network of eight facilities in Illinois 
and Wisconsin. 

Mr. Sullivan served as the facility’s 
first director when it was formally es-
tablished in October 2010. As director, 
he took on the daunting task of inte-
grating the North Chicago VA Medical 
Center and Naval Health Clinic Great 
Lakes and combining the missions of 
caring for active duty military mem-
bers, their families, military retirees 
and veterans. 

Mr. Sullivan has skillfully led a VA/ 
DoD team of over 3,000 as they have de-
veloped a national model for integrated 
Federal health care. 

Mr. Sullivan had a long and success-
ful career caring for our Nation’s he-
roes. He served as the director of the 
North Chicago VA Medical Center be-
fore its integration into the Lovell 
FHCC. He has worked at VA Medical 
Centers across the country, including 
centers in Prescott, AZ, Portland; OR, 
Martinez, CA and Poplar Bluff, MO. Mr. 
Sullivan also extends his leadership 
skills to his community, serving on the 
board of several community organiza-
tions in Lake County, Ill. 

I wish to personally thank Pat Sul-
livan for his service to our country and 
its veterans. His tireless efforts to 
make the Lovell Hospital vision a re-
ality will not be forgotten. His work 
was ahead of its time and stands as a 
model for the future.∑ 

∑ Mrs. SHAHEEN. Madam President, I 
rise today to honor GEN Robert Cone, 
commanding general of the U.S. Army 
Training and Doctrine Command. After 
35 years of service, General Cone has 
announced he will retire from the 
Army on March 17, 2014, and it is my 
pleasure to celebrate General Cone’s 
career and express the pride that all 
New Hampshire citizens feel in recog-
nizing his accomplishments. As one of 
only 10 4-star generals in the U.S. 
Armed Forces, General Cone has 
reached the pinnacle of success for a 
professional soldier. Perhaps more im-
portantly, he has left an indelible mark 

on the character of the U.S. Army and 
the young men and women who com-
prise the heart and soul of it. 

Born and raised in Manchester, NH, 
General Cone is a graduate of Memo-
rial High School, where as a member of 
the football team he was inspired by 
his coach to pursue an appointment to 
the U.S. Military Academy at West 
Point. After successfully completing 
his studies at West Point, General Cone 
was commissioned as an armor officer 
and began a career that would take 
him around the United States and the 
world in a range of leadership roles, in-
cluding Afghanistan as the commander 
of the Combined Security Transition 
Command and Iraq as commander of 
the III Corps. 

In addition to his role as an Army of-
ficer, General Cone embraced the role 
of scholar, earning a master’s degree in 
sociology from the University of Texas, 
Austin, which he leveraged as an in-
structor and assistant professor at 
West Point in the Department of Be-
havioral Sciences and Leadership. Gen-
eral Cone also earned advanced degrees 
from the Command and General Staff 
College and the Naval War College. 
Fully engaged in the Army’s efforts to 
improve training and leadership devel-
opment, General Cone was appointed 
military director of the Joint Ad-
vanced Warfighting Program at the In-
stitute of Defense Analysis, and also 
led the Joint Forces Command’s Les-
sons Learned Team in Iraq. During his 
command of the Army’s National 
Training Center at Fort Irvin, General 
Cone oversaw a shift in training to-
wards counterinsurgency operations at 
a crucial time in the War on Terror. 

In 2011 General Cone assumed com-
mand of U.S. Army Training and Doc-
trine Command, TRADOC, placing him 
at the forefront of planning for the fu-
ture of the Army. He has approached 
each challenge with the fundamental 
understanding that war is a human en-
deavor dependent on a person’s will 
just as much as equipment and machin-
ery. Just one of many examples of the 
leadership and foresight exhibited by 
General Cone, he has served as an ar-
ticulate proponent of ‘‘Soldier 2020’’, a 
service-wide effort to maximize combat 
effectiveness by casting aside gender 
constructs. General Cone leaves behind 
a well-established legacy as com-
mander of TRADOC. 

The U.S. Army will no doubt con-
tinue to benefit from General Cone’s 
leadership and vision for years to 
come. I ask my colleagues and all 
Americans to join me in thanking GEN 
Robert Cone for his service to our 
country and wish him the best in his 
retirement.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries. 
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